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Agenda  



Å The 65 CAP Cancer Protocols 

consist of 81 cancer case 
summaries (checklists)  

o Utilized in pathology reporting  

o Explanatory Notes  

Å Compilation of standards  

o AJCC 7 th ed. ; WHO Blue Books  

Å www.cap.org/cancerprotocols  

Å Provides required data elements 

(RDE) for cancer reporting  

o Inclusion of RDEs in pathology 

report mandated for accreditation 

by ACoS -CoC & CAP LAP 
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CAP Cancer Protocols  

http://www.cap.org/cancerprotocols
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CAP Cancer Protocols - History 

Amin , Arch Pathol Lab Med 134, March 2010  
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CAP Cancer Protocols Ą eCC  History 

2012:  81 case summaries  
Amin , Arch Pathol Lab Med 134, March 2010  



Cancer Committee  

ÅMaintains current & produces new protocols  

Å22 pathologist, clinician and registrar members  

ÅReceives and responds to content issues  

o Coordinated releases with eCC  

o Project involving protocol author review of eCC  

o Liaison to AJCC for issues involving checklists  

PERT Committee 

ÅOversees eCC maintenance and development  

Å19 pathologists, registrars and public health members  

o Meets weekly via GTM and in person twice yearly  

ÅRespond to user and vendor questions and issues  

o Align eCC and CAP Cancer Protocol content  
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CAP Cancer & PERT Committees  



eCC Development  Ą Practice  
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Path Report  
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Base Template  

ÅMaps common areas 

of checklists to a 

standardized template  

Å Promotes consistency 

and serves as base for 

new checklists  

Å Allows for queries of 

common data 

elements across 

checklists  

Å Release for users and 

vendors planned for 

future release  
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Free text options in paper not options in eCC  

 Example A  

Distance from closest margin _____ mm  

ÅOn paper, can write in or dictate ò> 5ó 

ÁIn electronic format, need finite numeric 

descriptors for accurate structured reporting  

ÅSolution  

ÁAdd discrete field to report ògreater than Xó mm 

ÁWork with protocol authors to determine relevant 

òXó value for each tumor site 
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Challenges of Paper Ą eCC Conversion Process  



Ability in paper to expand upon published format  

 Example B  

For prostate biopsy cores, Histologic Grade 

section (Gleason Score) may repeat as 

needed for the total number of positive 
specimens  

ÅOn paper, can write in or dictate for each section  

ÁIn electronic format, need built in rules to 

accommodate repeating sections  

ÅSolution  

ÁBuild repeating section and conditional reporting 

functionality into newer versions of eCC XML  

ÁWork with vendors to help them implement rules  
© 2012 College of American Pathologists. All rights reserved  10 

Challenges of Paper Ą eCC Conversion Process  



eCC Question -Answer Set (QAS) structural variants  
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Challenges of Paper Ą eCC Conversion Process  

 Added responses  

 Paper format  

 

 

 

 eCC  XML format  

 

 

 Technical roll up features  

 Paper format  

 

 

 

 eCC XML format  

 



Establishment of close relationship between PERT & 

Cancer Committee  

ÅDirect communication between authors and PERT  

ÅParticipation in F2F meetings  

User & vendor interaction  

ÅDiffering implementations of eCC by vendor  

ÅProduce educational material and regular updates  

ÁWebinars for users & vendors  

ÁeCC Newsletter  

Á1:1 meetings with CAP staff  

ÁPhone & email feedback  

ÅKeep lines of communication open  
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Challenges of Paper Ą eCC Conversion Process  



Workflow Process: User Submitted Issues  
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Issue Document: 
Content Focus  

-----Original Message ----- 

 

Hello, Attached please find the 

Silverberg information that I received 

from my GYN Pathologist in support of 

being able to use the Silverberg 

Histologic Grade as opposed to the 

WHO Histologic Grade for the Ovarian 

Cancer Checklist.  If you require further 

support documentation or discussion 

please contact Dr. XYZ for clarification.  
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Issue Document: 

Modeling Focus  

-----Original Message ----- 

Hello ABC,  

In the Intrahepatic Bile Duct checklist,  

the Microscopic Tumor Extent section 

is multiple choice. However, there are 

several answer selections here that 

are mutually exclusive. For example...  

 



Project Tracker  
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